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Anne Mortimer, sister of the earl of March, the representative of
Lionel, duke of Clarence.

Henry landed at Harneur, took that Norman port by storm,
and advanced till disease and early winter thinned his army. He
retreated, but turned at bay, and finished his brief campaign with
victory at Agincourt. Leaving Prance in panic and mournin^,
he returned to England, November 27, the same year, where his
welcome was rapturous. The fatal loss of Agincourt broke the
heart of Katherine's brave young brother, the dauphin Louis,
who had tried at fifteen to redeem the fortunes of France. The
next dauphin, John, died at fourteen. The queen of France was
suspected of poisoning her eldest sons. The third dauphin,
Charles, on whom was placed the onerous regency at fourteen,
was kept from all communication with Isabeau. Charles VI., who
had been nearly convalescent, on learning the deaths of his young
dauphins, fell into agonizing delirium. The queen escaped with.
Catherine from Tours to the duke of Burgundy, the enemy of her
sons, and put herself in his power, intending to marry Katherine
to Homy Y. for regaining her power.

The duke of Burgundy calling for peace in the name of the king,
Isabeau brought Katherine the Fan' that the conqueror might
admire her. Henry professed his admiration and even love, but
abated not from his exorbitant demands, upon which the barriers
of their interview ground were pulled up. "War recommenced.
Henry's conquests were so rapid that in two years the cry for peace
was renewed, for the earl of March and the king's brother Clarence
had already thundered at the gates of Paris. A treaty was made
by which Henry was to inherit all France after the death of
Charles VI. if he married Katheiine: this was agreed near Troyes,
May 20, 1420. Then Henry, advancing to Troyes with fifteen
hundred men-at-arms, met Katherine and her mother in the
church, where the marriage treaty disinheriting the dauphin was
signed, and the king received the hand of the princess at the
church of St. Peter, June 3,1420. Few were the days he gave to
nuptial festivities. He hurried his bride to the siege of Sens, at
which her countrymen made the most desperate resistance to her
husband; and the cruel massacre of Montereau, stormed within a
fortnight of her espousals, was perpetrated almost in her sight.
The courts of France and England were now united, and after the
surrender of Melun they approached Paris, that Henry and
Katherine might make their state entry, which they did with all
tjie symbols of conquest, while the unhappy monarch Charles VI.
passed humbly in the train of his son-in-law and daughter, to the
grief of his i>fople, silently felt, for the victor was all powerful,